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Part 1: Open to the Public

REPORT OF STRATEGIC DIRECTOR PLACE

TO LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOEMENT

ON 14TH APRIL 2020

TITLE: HIGHWAY TREE REPLACEMENT POLICY

RECOMMENDATIONS:
That the Highway Tree Replacement Policy be approved. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
This policy is designed to ensure clarity surrounding the approach that is to be taken 
when a highway tree is removed. This policy aligns to, strengthens and supports the 
existing Salford City Council Tree Management Policy.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:
Appendix One Salford City Council Highway Tree Replacement Policy
Appendix Two Salford City Council Tree Management Policy

KEY DECISION:

NO- This is an addition to the existing highway operational standard that has previously 
been approved as a key decision. It also complements the Salford City Council Tree 
Management Policy

DETAILS:

1.1 Trees planted in the highway provide a vital role in climate adaptation. They 
take in carbon and cool the air, provide attenuation to slow down the effects of  
water flow, remove pollutants from surface water and in some circumstances 
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alleviate or help to reduce flooding. In addition the tranquil street scene provides 
shelter and positive health benefits in what is often a busy environment. It is 
essential therefore that not only should the existing highway tree stock be 
retained, but that replacement and additional planting should be encouraged.

1.2 The policy provides clear understanding as to how requests for service shall be 
dealt with in order to protect highway trees along with unambiguous 
circumstances as to when a tree shall be removed from the highway along with 
a replacement strategy.

1.3 It is essential that lessons are learned from the past and the right tree for the 
right location is chosen. It is imperative therefore that the Council’s Arboriculture 
Officer is provided the opportunity to advise on the correct species of tree that 
is proposed to be planted in the highway and any tree pit proposed.

1.4 Highway and Arboriculture Officers will work with partner organisations such as 
City of Trees to develop and seek funding for tree planting programmes on the 
highway. Highway Officers and the Arboriculture Officer shall assist, support 
and promote the facilitation of such schemes.

1.5 Not only do these projects reduce flooding and control pollution from surface 
water run-off, they provide social value, particularly in the case of  City of Trees 
who encourage schools and the wider community to play an active part in the 
project.  

1.6 This document shall form part of the City Council’s Highway Operational 
Standard Document. In addition, it complements and supports the existing 
Salford City Council Tree Management Policy.

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: 
Enhancing Life in Salford, Improving the Environment

EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS:
There are no negative equality issues with regard to this proposal. An equality impact 
assessment was undertaken in regard to the Salford City Council Tree Management 
Policy which this document supports.

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: 

LOW- By introducing a clear unambiguous policy to replace trees within the highway 
realm will ensure that the tree stock within the highway will not be depleted. It will also 
ensure that replacement trees are more suited to the highway environment and the 
potential to encourage more trees to be planted in the highway network.
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LEGAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: 
Comments have been requested and will follow.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: 

Alison Woods, Finance Officer (Capital), Tel. 925 1135
Date: 16th March 2020

There are no direct financial implications with respect to this proposal

PROCUREMENT IMPLICATIONS Supplied by:
There are no procurement implications for this report.

HR IMPLICATIONS Supplied by:
There are no HR implication for this report

CLIMATE CHANGE IMPLICATIONS Supplied by:

Michael Hemingway, Principal Officer Climate Change, Tel 793 3209

Trees play an important role in climate adaptation, they take in carbon, reduce 
flooding and improve air quality. This policy will support the importance role that 
trees play in reducing the impact of climate change

OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED:
Place-Green Space Management Team

CONTACT OFFICER: Steve Mangan TEL NO: 0161 603 4034

WARDS TO WHICH REPORT RELATES:   All


